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Aspects & Excess: Shary Boyle

January 14 to March 25, 2007

Donald and Pamela Bierstock Gallery

SHARY BOYLE: Aspects & Excess

Shary Boyle creates works that is disturbing,
compelling and beautiful. A Toronto-based multimedia
artist, Boyle works concurrently in drawing, painting,
sculpture and performance. Her art is often examines
childhood and adolescence, and explores issues of
power, alienation, longing and the sexual imagination.
Through the process of sculpting, painting and drawing
she honours the body in all its isolation, suffering and
joy. With humour and sincerity she underscores the
poignant fragility of our conditions. Her images
imaginatively represent familiar and unsettling subjects
that are often repressed by bourgeois standards of
taste and discretion. 

Boyle’s polymar clay figures are created on a small,
intimate scale. The sculptures’ colours and forms
reference mythology and illustrations such as one
might find in children’s books yet the images are often
dark or disturbing. Their luminous surfaces and
sensual colouring draws the viewer close, however the
subject matter often represents urges and ideas we try
to reject or sublimate. In this way the artist is able to
find a way to manifest visually, and thus accept, those
natural aspects of society that frighten us - disorder,
lack of control, flaws and unhealthiness. Engagement
with Boyle’s work provides what some psychoanalysts
term a "safe haven" for the acknowledgement and
therapeutic release of pent-up primitive anxieties. The

Untitled (2004) 
polymar clay, gouache, dirt
approx. 10 x 11 x 5 cm

Silver Thread (2006)
Polymar/night-glo clay, embroidery thread
6cm tall
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beauty and delicacy of her craft offers a gentle reward
to those prepared to consider the ambiguous.

Shary Boyle was named one of 10 To Watch for 2007 by Peter Goddard on the front page of The
Toronto Star. In February 2006 Boyle’s extraordinary group of porcelain figurines was featured in a solo
exhibition at the Power Plant to wide critical acclaim. Five of these unique works were acquired by the
National Gallery of Canada and one by the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. Two more have been
acquired for the collection of the Paisley Gallery of Art, Scotland. In March Boyle performed solo with
her projector for events at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles and The Art Gallery of Ontario. The fall
2006 season began with a feature article on Boyle’s work by Lorissa Sengara in Canadian Art
magazine. For ten nights in late October, Boyle presented a new projection performance entitled Dark
Hand and Lamplight, by invitation of the American musician Will Oldham (Bonnie Prince Billy) as the
first act for his 2006 California tour. On February 3, 2007, Shary Boyle’s solo exhibition of new work
Wonderlust opens at Jessica Bradley Art + Projects (until March 3). On March 1, 2007, Shary leaves
Canada for a six-month residency in London, England, awarded by the Canada Council’s International
Studio Program. Upon her return in fall 2007, the Southern Alberta Art Gallery, Lethbridge is mounting a
comprehensive touring exhibition of Boyle’s multi-disciplinary practice. This exhibition will be
accompanied by a full colour publication of Shary Boyle’s art, to be published by Conundrum Press,
Montreal in association with the Southern Alberta Art Gallery.

~ Virginia Eichhorn, Curator
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